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Mass: Saturday 4pm — Sunday 9am

May 17, 2026

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord

LITURGICAL SCHEDULES AND INTENTIONS:

Saturday, May 23%, 4:00 p.m. — For the Parish
STEWARDSHIP FROM LAST WEEK:

Sunday, May 24", 9:00 a.m.- Larry Yarber

Envelopes $1,104.50; Loose $512; Candles $73; CCC $25; Cemetery $35 — Thank You

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEK:
Satarday, May 23", 4:00 p.m.

Lector: Pat Vogel
Minister: Body of Christ Barb Jany & Joan Killebrew
Minister: Blood of Christ Karen Mueller & Pat Tinoco

Servers:
Crossbearer:

Sundzy, May 24%. 9:00 a.m.
Michelle Walls

Sandi Gerdes & Vic Klein

Mary Anne Hopper & Diane Mueller
Addison Parker & Carson Parker
Noah Huffman

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord

After the resurrection, Jesus remains with his disciples for overa
month, instructing them and teaching about God’s kingdom. Just
before his ascension, the disciples wonder if the time has come for
that kingdom to be restored to Israel, in fulfillment of the covenant
made with King David. Jesus doesn’t answer the questions; he simply
tells them that knowing the seasons of God is beyond their capacity.
Then he gives them his final instructions, which take the form of
assurances: they will receive power from the Holy Spirit, and they
will be his witnesses throughout the whole earth.

Matthew”s Gospel records a different version of Jesus® last
instroctions in what is known as the great commission: the eleven
(the twelve apostles, minus Judas) are told to “make disciples of all
nations (Mt 28:19). The two actions interpret one another: being a
witness means to make disciples and vice versa

Although the disciples had recently deserted Jesus after his amrest and
are sill filled with doubt, Jesus entrusts the mission of the Gospel to
them. He then ascends into heaven; his risen and glorified body is
transported into God’s heavenly throne room (which ancient people
assumed was literally up in the skies). If we substitute Jesus’ name
for God’s in the psalm, then the psalmist could be singing of Jesus®
triumphal heavenly entry: “God mounts his throne to shouts of joy”
(responsorial refrain).

The apostle Paul imagines Jesus’ ascension in cosmic terms when he
writes that God seated Christ “at his right hand in the heavens” (in
other words, at the place of highest honor) and exalted him over
“every principality, authority, power, and dominion,” in this age and
the next.

NATIONAL SHRINE OF QUR LADY OF THE SNOWS
Nourishing Hope in Qur Beautiful and Wounded World —7-Day
Preached Retreat with Sr. Melannie Svoboda, SND — Monday, July
13, 4:00 pm through Sunday July 19 at 10 am. Lodging $643, Double
Occupancy $588,.Commuter $495. Call 618-397-0584.

Call 618-397-0584 for more information

Scripture Series: Who Changed the New Testament? And Why?
Saturdays, June 20 and August 1, 2026 from 10 am — noon. Cost is
$15 per session/$30 for the serfes. Register online at
snows.org/events/NT-Series or call 618-394-6231,

2026 QUILT RAFFLE
Our winner of the January quilt was Mary Muskopf, February — Pat
Ramsey, March — Carolyn Sabo, April — Julie Glauber. If you haven’t
turned in your tickets for the 2026 Quilt Raffle, please turn them in so
that you will be entered in the remaining 8 drawings.

\“@‘ ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEEDS YOUR HELP AGAIN!

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Belleville Council again this year
needs donations of bottled water, Gatorade (individual bottles), Capri
Sun (individual pouches) or similar drinks, individually packaged
snacks, such as crackers, meat sticks, cookies, fruit cups/pudding etc.
Items can be placed in the back of church.

Parish Picnic -~ Saturday, July 4, 2026
Parishioner letters are in the entrance of church for you to pick up.
BASKET STAND: One of the main atiractions of our picnic is trying
to win one of the wonderfitl, filled baskets we have each year. Once
again parishiopers are being asked to take one or two of the empty
baskets, located in the entrance of church, and fill it and retum it by
Sunday, June 28, 2026. Returned baskets may be left in the entrance
of church. If you have any questions, contact Diane Mueller 618-531-
3957. Baskets will be available next weekend.
QUILTS: Another main ataction is our Quilt/Cash Bingo. 3t
Michael’s always has beautiful hand-stitched quilts. Quilts may be left
in the entrance of church or call Sue Walsh for drop off time.
COUNTRY STORE: If you are lucky enough this year to get a
garden in, vegetables & fruits are needed as well as craft items,
jams/jelly/pickles/herbs; baked goods (breads, cookies, etc.); anything
sold in a country store. Be sure to label your items to identifv what it
is, such as pumpkin or zucchini bread, grape or plum jelly, ete. Please
direct questions to Judy Tate 314-894-0055.

CHILDREN’S GAMES: If you have anything that could be used as

a prize, please place it in the box at the entrance of the church.
MEMORIAL DAY MASS @

A Memorial Day Mass will be celebrated at Mount Carmel

Cemetery, 10101 West Main Strest, Belleville, on Monday, May 25,

at 9:00 a.m. {at the outdoor altar near the Stations of the Cross). In

case of rain, Mass will be celebrated indoors in the Cemetery Chapel.
Feel free to bring lawn chairs. Everyone is invited to aftend.

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN
Today we take up the collection for the Catholic Communication
Campaign (CCC). Your support helps CCC fulfill its mission of love
to share the gospel message of hope with people in the United States
using the intemnet, television, radio, and print media. Half the funds
we collect remain here in the Belleville Diocese to support local
efforts. The other half support the communication activities of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and other projects
across the United States and abroad. Be part of this campaign to
spread the gospel message. Support the collection today! Learm more

at www.uscch.org/cee.

COALITION LIFE CIRCLE
Coalition Life Circle Nation’s Largest 9 Day Public Prayer for Life
Tune 11 — 19. See bulletin board for more information.

4
+
!

ANNOUNCEMENTS!
CATHOLIC URBAN PROGRAM: Si. Michael’s May collection;
Bath Soap and Deodorants - Thank you!
St. Mary’s Parish/Alumni Homecommg June 13% from 6 — 10 pm

The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal

i In honor of the 800th anniversary of Saint -

! Francis of Assisi’'s death, Pope Leo XVI has pro-.
i clalmed a Jubilee Year of Saint Francis. In this

Year of Saint Francis, may he help us to see the

| beauty of life in all of creation, in particular, in the

weakest and most vulnerable among us. Together,

! let us pray for the protection of human life and the

courage fo defend it.
! Copyright © 2026, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
: : Washington, DC. Al rights reserved.

St. Michael’s Prayer Chain — To request that someone be added to
the Prayer Chain contact Karen Mueller at 473-3401. The person will
be on the “prayer chain” for one (1) month, unless the person that

| requested the prayers asks for longer.

‘;‘lw' CLEANING HOUSE?

St. Vincent de Paul needs your Household Iters and Home Décor for
a sale benefiting our Minisiries. See the bulletin board for drop off
times and Items Not Accepted.
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