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DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

July 10, 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

On June 17, I visited the Catholic War Veterans Post 370 when they hosted the Diocese's Ministry for
Sick and Aged annual picnic. [ was impressed with this organization and am writing to encourage men
and women who have served in our military to consider joining this worthy organization.

The CWV was founded by six parishes of the Diocese following World War II and named in honor of
Bertram Butz and Robert Jobe - the first two Catholics of our Diocese to give their lives in that war.
The Post has faithfully served our Church and our communities for more than 80 years, and is the
oldest federally chartered veterans organization. Its mission is to unite military service with faithful
Catholic discipleship, encouraging veterans to continue living their vocation through prayer,
fellowship, charity, and service.

CWYV Post 370 members have shared their time, talent, and resources in support of veterans, youth,
seniors, and families throughout southern Illinois. Their service has benefitted such organizations as the
Poor Clare Monastery of Our Lady of Mercy, Camp Ondessonk, Wounded Warrior Project and the
Diocese's annual picnic for the sick and aged. It is more than a just a veterans organization, it is
answering Christ's call to serve His Church and out communities through works of mercy and love of
neighbor.

I would like to encourage Catholic veterans to prayerfully consider becoming part of the Catholic War
Veterans. [ invite our pastors and parish communities to welcome and support this important ministry
so that the legacy of faith, patriotism, and Christian service continue for generations to come.

To learn more about CWV Post 370, go to Catholic War Veterans Near Me -Join Post 370 or contact
John Mueller, Commander, Catholic War Veterans Butz-Jobe Post. 370 at (618) 973-9341.

May God bless our parishes, inspire our Catholic veterans, and continue to guide the Diocese of
Belleville in faithful service to Christ and one another,

Peace-

Most Reverend Godfrey Mullen, OSB
Bishop of Belleville



